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General Questions:

1.

10.

11.
12.

Who was your favorite main character in Heart of Stone, Dmitri or Lilia? Who was your
favorite side character? Why? Is there a character that you feel sorry for in this story?
Both Dmitri and Lilia are burdened by events that happened six years prior to the start
of the book: Lilia feels the weight of her father's death and her family’s needs, and
Dmitri’s shattered hands also shattered many of his hopes for his future. How do they
work through these difficulties in similar ways? In different ways?

Dmitri is immediately suspicious of Aunt Olga, but Lilia soon tries to convince him that
Olga is trustworthy. Why do you think this is?

How do different characters treat Dmitri because of his injury and subsequent disability?
In what ways has this changed him over the years? How does his disability affect his
actions in Heart of Stone?

Heart of Stone moves through a number of varied locations: the little town of Polovka,
the larger town of Pozhar, the river Chusovaya, Petersburg, and Ahzdana. Which setting
was your favorite? What is the significance of the different locations? How do the
physical journeys of different characters reflect their emotional journeys as well? (For the
leader: Dmitri and Lilia are the obvious characters affected, but also consider lvan,
Uncle Vasily, Yuri and Ludmila, and even Polov and Zenia.)

How do Sofya and Lilia work through their relationship? Why does Sofya call Lilia
“daughter” if she always suspected that Lilia was not her biological daughter? What
does Lilia decide is important about her relationships with Sofya and Zenia? (For further
discussion, see Thematic Question 3.)

Did you trust the rusalka when she spoke with Lilia? What did you think would happen
when the rusalka appeared to Dmitri? Did this interaction make you more suspicious of
spirit-Ludmila later on?

What do you think Polov was doing prior to this story? Do you have any predictions for
what will happen with his other children?

Why do Polov and Malachinista need Lilia? What can she accomplish that they cannot?
How does this ultimately save her?

What makes this book historical fantasy? Have you read any books similar to Heart of
Stone? (For the leader: Historical fantasy is generally understood to be a novel set in a
specific time and place with fantastical or magical elements.)

What was your favorite fantasy element in Heart of Stone?

What was the biggest surprise in Heart of Stone? Is there a character or plot element
that you hope to see explored in the third book of this series?
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Thematic Questions:
1. Heart of Stone highlights the ways we perceive weakness and power. Discuss the ways
in which weakness is contrasted with power and strength in these characters’
interactions with each other:

a.

® a0 0o

f.

Dmitri and Lilia

Lilia and Olga

Dmitri and his parents
Dmitri and his brothers
Polov and Lilia

Polov and Zenia

2. What is the significance of the malachite box and the jewels inside? Discuss the ways

that jewels and riches play a role in this story. How are these themes universal to life in
our world? (For the leader: Consider discussing the emeralds Zenia gave to Stepan, the
gold nugget, how both Ludmila and Lilia react to the box of jewels, Yuri's inheritance,
the pendant Dmitri gave Lilia, and the emeralds offered to Dmitri near the end.)

3. Consider the legacy of both biological family and chosen (or found) family. In what ways
does this book help you to consider the impact that others have on who you are
becoming? Think specifically about the legacy of destruction that Lilia must contend
with, contrasted with the legacy of love (and loss) that “Crazy Uncle Vasily” (Count
Popanov) fled.

Heart of Stone by Emma C. Fox is book 2 of Serpents & Stone. Book
1, The Carver and the Queen, is also a standalone story, set 25 years
prior to the events in Heart of Stone.

If you enjoyed Heart of Stone, consider leaving a review on Amazon
or Goodreads! And be sure to check out these other Owl’s Nest
Publishers titles for teens:

The Fairytale Collection: Son of the Deep, Son of Bitter Glass, Son of
Gold and Sorrow, and Daughter of Rage and Ruin by K. B. Hoyle

The Queen of Ebenezer by K. B. Hoyle

Thread of Dreams by Emily Barnett
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